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This Practice Direction is issued pursuant to Section 592 of the Children, Youth 

and Families Act 2005. 

PREAMBLE 

A. This Practice Direction introduces temporary measures necessitated by the

COVID-19 pandemic.

B. In order to ensure Diversion applications can continue to be heard during the

COVID-19 pandemic, this Practice Direction introduces an alternative

procedure for Diversion hearings consistent with the emergency health

measures currently in place in Victoria.

C. Pursuant to Division 3A of Part 5.2 of Chapter 5 of the Children, Youth and

Families Act 2005, at any time before taking a formal plea from a child in a

criminal proceeding for an offence, the Court may adjourn the proceeding

to allow the child to participate in and complete a Diversion program.

D. Pursuant to Section 420ZL of the Criminal Procedure Act 2009, the Court

may decide any issue in a criminal proceeding, other than a prescribed issue,

entirely on the basis of written submissions and without the appearance of

the parties if the Court is satisfied it is in the interests of justice to do so.












